
1500 FOR HUMAN BEiNGSEXORBITANT PRICE
In This TortureRidden Col

ony Where Portugals
Boy King Is Now

the Respon
sible

¬

>= =

TALE of slavery and

slave trading that might

well appall the world is

brought out of Darkest

Africa by Gen Francois Joubert
Pienaar It is of first hard

that he himself has wit

nessed He swears to their truth
staking upon it the honors won as
a gallant Boer general in open war

and later conferred by the Eng
lish after he had sworn loyalty

He has told the story to the foreign

office of Great Britain and finally

recently has repeated it to Presi
dent Roosevelt himself and to Sec-

retary Root He hopes that the
civilized nations may be induced-

to investigate for themselves the
conditions and finding them as he
represents them that an interfer-

ence may be made in the name of
humanity-

By GENERAL FRANCOIS JOUBERT

PIENAAR

the yoke of slavery or
threatened by It 4JOOCOO

of Angulaland lead
that abound in grewsome

persecutions and re more hopeless
and more depraved as the sears paf
A handful of people Portuguese
their descendants renegade Boers
with a sprinkling of English and other
adventurers augmented by the stare
traders hold the whip hand over this
mass tnd wield it to their will and
advantage

These outsiders are unthinkable de-

generate having been so totig cut off
from the civilisation of their

they have lost all appreetacton
of it and so exploit the native as ever
to drive Mm ta deeper depths of
misery Tile nation having authority
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known to return to his native lens
alive Each labers under the lash
for a tow months that may amount-
to two or threo years at the most
and then dies that another may take
his place The malaria and the cruel
servitude are beyond the endurance-
of the human Yet the system mas
querades under the name of indenture
labor and the nefarious practices
continue without end

The detail of how this round of slav-
ery and deaths comes about is simple
The plantation owner who Is a rich
man living in Lisbon and often oc-
cupying an fmportant seat in the gov-
ernment writes to a stave trader in
West Africa arranging with him for
the number of men and women he re-
quires The slave trader in his turn
goes to a native chief In the interior

hires him to procure the requisite
Dumber of slaves This chief will not
give him any of hi own people but
takes his warriors raids a weakened
chief of some other of the Innumerable
tribes exterminating him and taking
captive men women and children and
cattle The women he distributee
among his warriors the children he
sells to the colonists as staves the
men he hands over to the slave trader
and the cattle he keeps for Himself
These tatter are more valuable than
the children who sell W each but
the men who may go to the Islands
are worth upon delivery

Terrible Atrocities Perpetrated
Tho unfortunate men handed

te the slave trader In this way are
shackled together In rows of four
in wooden shackles and are driven
down to the coast in that way the
Journey lasting from ten to twenty
days On these journeys from the In-

terior to the coast some of the most
terrible atrocities are perpetrated

Arriving on the coast an officer in
Portuguese uniform Is met he being
stationed there for the purpose ha
reads a form of contract to these cap
tured people in Portuguese they are
told by an Interpreter stationed there
also for the purpose to answer yes
to the reading of the contract They
de so having understood a
word of what been read to them
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Children Like These Are Sold in
for 10

viiiKs at the atrocities and the outer
civilised nations have not teen fit
t interfere

The Portuguese rule Angola as tin
KinK of the Belgians ruled the Congo
to tilt north of It but misrule
is lees known Tte central high trine
is enacted on two islands off the coat
m loat d directly under the equator
Ti islands are cocoa producers and
ru souref f v ry great wealth to the
ov ners of the tat tatlons but to work
them calls for a toll in death is

Jievcr Return dulls
Mm and women are captured la An

and brought to islands sty
shiploads A few mount MB

ore all dead and the supply nisei
if rtiientsixrt in the same wwr Of
all ut tcme never a has been
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Stockade and Hut in XThich Slave
Live Guard-

as they never heard a word of
before in thilr lives It Is not

Intended that they should understand
the contract because they are cap-
tured slaves and have to submit to
the will of their captors Tho form of
contract is simply a farce to mislead
the Europeans who may Inquire Into
this nefarious slavery

These and sometimes
are then sent to the Islands to die
Never In one single Instance has It

en known that even one of them
to his own country I chill

longed lo Portuguese government two
years ago that if It could produce five
men or women who have returned
alive in the last fifty years that I
would withdraw all I had about
them but it was I

Slates Lashed to Dentil
On the mainland alt labor is done by

the slave and people call their slaves
slaves and make no secret of their

buying and selling natives The cruel-
ties meted out to them are far
than those on the Island because they
are easily got and are not JKJ expen-
sive It is almost a dally occurrence
for slave owners to have their slaves
lashed to death and In many instances
martyred in a most brutal and horrible
way before they die

A an Instance of this SOt of bar
barity I might cite a Portugal fce wom-
an living In Humpata whc h UI a lit
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tie slave girl of some twelve years of
Her mode of punishing this child

was to burn her with a hot iron She
after Tan left Humpata and
down to Mossamedes and there she
inflicted wounds with these hot irons
that killed the poor little girt This
was done right under nose of the
governor and magistrate but nothing
was toward puntefeutg her

Portuguese tracers themselves-
are slave owners one of the most
cruel Acts to a stave that it betttf
my misfortune to see

the wife of one of the lending of-
ficers In Mossamedes who owns qrultci-
Wj slaves Passing through a village
celled Chebiti in the Interior I wit
n s d a slave being to death
In the following way was streteh
v i out on hi stomach on the ground
and held down by wo strong
two others were by the owner
who Is a Portuguese woman for the
purpose of lashing this poor slave te
death She said it was necessary to
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Native Warriors Such as Raid Other

Tribes to Secure Slaves for Traders

make an example of him as he tried
to escape frost her too brutal service
These two hired men were handed a
chJcotte and told that first one and
then the other had to lasn away until
the slave was dead The agony of the
poor fellow before he as bevond
description This was uoW not 15

yards away from the house of tho
magistrate

JS

Slave That Was Freed
Walking up the streets of Hnmpata

one day I saw a man in charge of
the prisoners working in then
lashing away at one of the men In
Us charge I asked him what the
matter was and he told mo that the
prisoner would not work The pris-
oner showed me his hands which
were swollen to an awful extent so
much so that they were hardly

as human hands and could not
use the shovel 1 went to the rnagi
trate and he told me that man
was suspected of having stolen a bot
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tie of brandy his own r sod that
for a f rtnlght he had been placed on
starvation diet and ever
had been beaten on the hands to make
him contest to the crime I bought
hire from the owner and told him
that he was now a free man as I be-

longed to a nation and a government
that did not deal In human beings
He agreed to stay with me as long as
I wanted him at a stated salary and-

I have got him now and can produce
him at any time to prove what I say
and also to show the terrible marks
of cruelty on his body from head to

You can readily understand that ir
the officials do this fort of thing what
the private Individuals will do I said
to one of the richest slave traders in
that country day that I would ap
peal te the Portuguese government on

pointing to himself
want to appeal to the

government of this country The gov

ernmem owes me eo much money that
they can never pay it and they dare
ROt do anything against me
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Slate Tradors In Power
Is exactly the position

trader being a rick wait and the
Portuguese government and WW-
HMttt eOcials being it
does not take the wily skive trader

to have them In his poW
this s exactly what wakes It so

Ccwlt for anyone to interfere on behalf
ef the

way I and my family been
persecuted driven from the country
and subjected te innumerable
and Indignities on account of the
position I In behalf of the slaves
Is an Illustration of what an active
past the government of Portuguese
takes t protect the slave trader

Yet it Is a fair country In which all
these horrors are today going on Bor-

dered by tile Congo on the north the
Herman Southwest Africa on the
south aad British Central Africa on
the east is Angola the Portuguese
colony of West Africa Messamedes-
te the coast town and a hundred miles
inland whore the mountains rise late
the cooler airs is Humpata-

It WK m June 05 that I arrived In
Angola with the intention of making-
it my nears I went in to the village
of Humpata where I purchased prop
erty and started business I remained
in the country until the following
April when on account of my opposi-
tion to slavery my stay was made Im
jDs4We for me by the government

there in conjunction with the
stave traders In that time however-
I gone about much and seen a
great deal as my business was trading
and transport riding and necessitated
muck travel

An Island On Dry Land
For fifty miles Inland from the coast

mare is a barren and profitless coun-
try and then are encountered great
mountains that are difficult of rscent
On top of these mountains Is a great
plateau and on this are other moun-
tains and rivers and altogether a
country distinct from anything else in
Atgote It is like an island on dry
lend offering conditions where life
may be most pleasant and It is on
this mountain that colonists settle
themselves it is quite healthy and
easily accessible from the east side
There are perhaps forty or fifty Boer
families settled here who left the
Transvaal some thirty or fifty years
ago Thoy consist of the old stamp
of people who would never submit to
law and order and who after long
years of trekking have eventually
settled down under the Portuguese
government on that mountain They
built the village of Humpata laid out
farms where they built homes and
now live comparatively comfortable
There are a few Englishmen and Ger-
mans and perhaps thirty to forty
Portuguese families settled in the vil-

lage of Humpata on top of this moun-
tain

The colonists exist from hunting
transport riding and trading princi-
pally In a small way some of them
indulge in slave trade but the real
slave trader of the country Is a dif-

ferent stamp of man from these set-
tlers

There are several plateaus mere it
is perfectly healthy for Europeans to
live but In the low and awwropy coun-
try mAlaria fever rages tha greater
part of the year and It Is ony during
the winter that the colonists or other
Europeans go down to these districts-
to hunt or trade with the natives

there Is of all kinds
being shot every winter not more

than fifty or sixty miles away from
raimpata and such game as buffalo
firaffo hippopotamus lions and tigers
is to be found In great number It Is
therefore the perfect Eldorado of the
hunter

The colonists live In a very primitive
way and education Is almost an un
known quantity there being abso
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+ lately no sefcoeJa The parents teach
their children to rend and write to a
certain extent but that is the sum
total of education Altogether they
are too ignorant and uncivilized to
see the terrible horrors of the things
they do I saw the chairman of the
church council Humpata leading
divine services about M oclock and
at 4 oclock the same Sunday after-
noon taking three wagons with brandy
and other stuff to a native village
where he traded his cargo for thirty
children having first gotten their

drunk that he might effect the
exchange

The system of government te a
traveiy and a fares Its follies can

given only by relating incidents that
actually t opened For Instance I
had a rifle alen and reported the
to magistrate saying that I

a certain boy H told me to go
and arrest the boy myself as
was no official to sorform that ser
vice He said that after securing the
suspect he would ptaive him for three
days in order to a confession
Failing to secure K he would lat him
They usually confessed before they
died he said If After the starving
and beating the man still lived and It
appeared that he was innocent he
would be turned loose

Dantterts was a resident somewhat
more hardened He lost three calves
and told the magistrate of the man
he suspected The magistrate told him
to arrest the min bat the situation
was delicate as the latter was chief
of k wall tribe The magistrate au
Lhoitfzed Daplteste to result his friends
and ge armed and get the chief which
was what the renegade settter wanted
The result was that a number of the
harmless natives were killed and all
their cattle were driven oil to the
profit of the settlers The ease ended
there

Treachery of Officials

Word earns to the emclais that a
very friendly native ohlef living among
the colonists was suspected of tresses
The officer m charge of the district in
vited him to a socatted friendly din-

ner and while he was drinking in a
glass of wine the health of his host he

attacked from behind and assas-
sinated

A not uncommon manner of execu-
tion which is done with official sanc
tion is to tie a captive down to a ring
fastened to the boards of the floor at
the entrance of the barracks The sol
diers then receive that
going in or coming out each one shall
administer a kick to the man tied
down to the ring Under this form of
torture such an unfortunate prisoner
sometimes lives eight days before
death mercifully releases him from
Portuguese inhumanity Near their
forts in the Interior you will often find
portions of human bodies hanged on
the trees for the purpose of terrorizing
native chiefs whom they fear

In short the cruel and enforced slav-
ery of Angola is far wore than that of
the Congo the socalled labor In
denture system has con-
cealed from the casual observer the
true facts and that the laves of men
of human brings are net is valuable
in the sight of there degenerates and
slave traders as the cow or the sheep
in the village street From Angola
arise to heaven the wa te and moans
of a suffering dejected and the
frequently seen pile of bleached and
dried human bones fotd the
trail or back of some village mutely
testifies that some unfortunate
slave was done to death

THE OLD TRAMP PRINTER
The rofleetlots of a editor

The tramp print I Whats come e

Who dropped around bont wunat ayear
In times gone by cherubim

We use see half full o cheer
An railroad olnders land o rove

He us talls that pole ah jest as-
ffant

And looked like sixteenth ooualrv t
Sum boardin house or resfcerrantt

Hed walk right In an his
An chooso sum absent

Forever like the shop was his
An that was preempted place

An never say a word ButIt anus seemed hed timed it JOtHed git tus most usual when
We seemed t want an need him most

The dust of many climes lay brown
Upon his shoes he used t say

That some was there from tows
From Maine Calofornia
Is or envy sposhul good t us

But we could overlook the rest
In an interesting cues

There has been times in twilight when
Ive knowed he felt the

Mongst stranger when hed take my

An write rare lines of tenderness-
Of mother hone an faces fair

An fadln dreams of other days
An then lv knowed some good was

there
Behlnt his wild an rovln ways

But now hes gone an sometimes when
The papers out an all IB atilt

I seem bank there again
An this ol wizen seems IU1

wasnt Just what a man stoould be
No doubt o when I look

Theres sumthln hurts me when I see
That 30 s misers off Ida hook

John D Well In Buffalo News
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